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TOXIC METALS CAN BE FOUND IN MATERIAL FOR MAKING JEWELRY !

CADMIUM : is a silver-white metal and soft that occurs naturally. Most cadmium used
in the production of other metals such as zinc, lead, or copper. Cadmium has many
uses in industry and consumer products, mainly batteries, pigments, metal coatings,
solder and plastics.

Health Effects : Breathing air with very high levels of cadmium severely damages the
lungs and can cause death. Breathing lower levels for years leads to a build-up of
cadmium in the kidneys that can cause kidney disease. Other effects that may occur
after breathing cadmium for a long time are lung damage and fragile bones.

LEAD : is a naturally occurring bluish-gray metal. Its most important use is in the
production of some types of batteries. It is also used in the production of
ammunition, in some kinds of metal products such as sheet lead, solder, some brass
and bronze products, and pipes.

Health Effects : The effects of lead are the same whether it enters the body through
breathing or swallowing. The main target for lead toxicity is the nervous system. At
high levels of exposure, lead can severely damage the brain and kidneys. In pregnant
women, high levels of exposure to lead may cause miscarriage and in men can damage
the organs responsible for sperm production.

ARSENIC : is chemically as a metalloid, having both properties of a metal and a
nonmetal. Most inorganic and organic arsenic compounds are white or colorless
powders that do not evaporate, no smell, and no special taste. Arsenic is present in
food, water, or air.

Health Effects : If you breathe high levels of inorganic arsenic, then you are
likely to experience a sore throat and irritated lungs If you have direct skin
contact with high concentrations of inorganic arsenic compounds, the skin may become
irritated, with some redness and swelling. However, it does not appear that skin
contact is likely to lead to any serious internal effects.

MERCURY : is a shiny, silver-white, odorless liquid with a metallic taste. Metallic
mercury 1s mined and is also a waste product of gold mining. Mercury compounds may
be found in the air, soil, and water near hazardous waste sites

Health Effects : People who eat fish containing organic mercury or grains treated
with organic mercury for a long time can have permanent damage to the brain,
kidneys, and the growing fetus.

SELENIUM : is commonly found in sedimentary rock, much of the selenium in rocks is
combined with sulfide minerals or with silver, copper, lead, and nickel minerals.
Health Effects : People exposed to selenium dust and airborne selenium compounds in
the workplace reported dizziness, fatigue, irritation of mucous membranes and in
extreme cases, fluid in the lungs (pulmonary edema) and severe bronchitis, it is not
possible to identify the exact exposure levels at which these effects are expected
to occur.

ANTIMONY : is a silvery-white metal are mined and then mixed with other metals to
form antimony alloys or combined with oxygen to form antimony oxide. Antimony isn't
used alone because it breaks easily, but when mixed into alloys, it is used in lead
storage batteries, solder, sheet and pipe metal and pewter.

Health Effects : Breathing high levels for a long time can irritate your eyes and
lungs and can cause heart and lung problems, stomach pain, diarrhea, vomiting, and
stomach ulcers.
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BARIUM : is a silvery-white metal that occurs in nature in many different forms
called compounds. It is used mostly by the o0il and gas industries to make drilling
muds to make it easier to drill through rock by keeping the drill bit lubricated.
For Jewelry industry is contained in copper.

Health Effects : The health effects of barium have been studied more often in
experimental animals than in humans. Rats that ate or drank barium over short
periods had build-up of fluid in the trachea (windpipe), swelling and irritation of
the intestines, changes in organ weights, decreased body weight, and increased
numbers of deaths. Rats that ate or drank barium over long periods had increased
blood pressure and changes in the function and chemistry of the heart.

CHROMIUM : is a steel-gray solid with a high melting point. It is used mainly for
making steel and other alloys.

Health Effects : Breathing in small amounts of chromium for short or long periods
does not cause a problem in most people. However, high levels of chromium in the
workplace have caused asthma attacks in people who are allergic to chromium but lung
cancer may occur long after exposure to chromium has ended.

BISMUTH : is a white, crystalline, brittle metal with a pinkish tinge. Bismuth metal
is used in the manufacture of low melting solders and fusible alloys as well as low
toxicity bird shot and fishing sinkers.

Health effects : Bismuth and its salts can cause kidney damage, although the degree
of such damage is usually mild. Other toxic results may develop, such as vague
feeling of bodily discomfort, presence of albumin or other protein substance in the
urine.

BERYLLIUM : is a grayish element and hard that does not occur naturally. The element
does occur as a chemical component of certain rocks, coal, o0il, soil, and volcanic
dust. Most of the beryllium ore that is mined is converted into alloys (mixtures of
metals) and are used in making electrical and electronic parts and machinery to
molds for plastics.

Health Effects : Beryllium is a metal that can be harmful when you breathe it. The
effects depend on how much and how long you are exposed to it. When you breathe it
in, beryllium can damage your lungs. When you breathe in large amounts of soluble
beryllium compounds, the lung damage resembles pneumonia with reddening and swelling
of the lungs.

MANGANESE : is a silver-colored metal somewhat like iron in its physical and
chemical properties. Manganese found in many types of rock, rocks containing high
levels of manganese compounds are mined. This manganese metal is mixed with iron to
make various types of steel. Some manganese compounds are used in the production of
batteries

Health Effects : Manganese miners or steel workers exposed to high levels of
manganese dust in air may have mental and emotional disturbances, and their body
movements may become slow and clumsy. This combination of symptoms is a disease
called “manganism”. Breathing too much manganese dust can also cause irritation of
the lungs. Sometimes this makes breathing difficult and it can also increase the
chances of getting a lung infection, such as pneumonia.

Read more :

http://www.eco-usa.net/toxics/chemicals/
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